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*INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAG

“intangible cultural heritage” means the practices, representa
expressions, knowledge, skills - as well as the instruments, objects,

. . . . ] . artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith - that communities
Museums can reveal themselves as privileged spaces for contributing to the future of intangible cultural OIS ST e Ry L e LA B e i B es Fer e e L

heritage (ICH)*. More so, they are among the first-choice institutions supporting the communities, groups and heritage. This intangible cultural heritage,transmitted from generation

individuals (CGls) that practice this living heritage in their safeguarding endeavors. to generation, is constantly recreated by communities and groups in
response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their

history, and provides them with a sense of identity and continuity, th
omoting respect for cultural diversity and human creativity. [...]’

] [} [}
How can museums embrace the participatory and future-oriented

2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible

spirit that underlies the paradigm of intangible cultural heritage? G s

On the scope and meaning of ICH

Make sure to have a clear understanding of the meaning and scope of the ICH that is related to
the museum and to which you want to engage your work. Ensure that this interpretation is clear

in the museum’s mission and vision statements, and shared by the staff and relevant other T f — d b = = h d h
ransforming and combining shared approaches

Differing renderings will obscure the objective of safeguarding this contemporary, living and
dynamic heritage.

Museum professionals and practitioners of ICH have differing but equal Where do the functions that museums perform (based on the ICOM
On the particination of and complementary (levels of) capacity in relation to safeguarding living museum definition and the Code of Ethics for Museums) intersect with
P P heritage. It is worthwhile to pool their existing skill-sets and know-how for safeguarding measures for ICH (based on the UNESCO 2003 Convention
practitioners the common purpose of heritage care. This way, practitioners are and its related Operational Directives) carried out by its practitioners?
STRATEGICAL The contemporary CGls who practice and transmit ICH supported in future-proofing the dynamic heritage that they cherish, and How does combining these commonly applied methods for heritage care,
should be at the heart of all decision making regarding . . ) . . . i i
PRINCIPLES their heritage. museums are provided with the opportunity to take up a role in relation to transform accustomed practices? And what potential does this unravel
Leading principles are free. prior, sustained and community wellbeing, sustainable development, ... with an eye on safeguarding ICH in/with museums?
informed consent, and access to information, results of
research, instruments, objects, artefacts, ... necessary
for expressing the ICH.
MUSEUMS & ICH &
On supporting the Fu “cTI o“s SAFEGUARDI NG m Museum professionals and practitioners of ICH alike @
can be viewed as sources of information for research.
= H 'A museum is a non-profit, "“Safeguarding” means Museums are Both can provide enriching perspectives relating to The study and research of
contln“atlon Of Ic“ . . . . . 9 . 9 . .. - the context and value of ICH and its related objects. ICH tak
‘ th e e o permanent institution in the measures aimed at ensuring the specialized in Applying several types of research methodologies can take on many
;a _‘:on © perSpecd':e © ens‘_mnf ?;’I'a : :I Y (,:_ ° 'v";g service of society and its viability of the intangible cultural undertaking research might broaden the scope and relevance of the diverse forms, but at
(1] thical inci erttage (as opposed to managing fangible collections), an development, open to the public heritage, including the on tangible and SR O D e I e e e (20T
ne ica prII‘ICIpeS make sure to implement this idea throughout policy and P 0P P ' ' int ibl Itural @ @ and informed consent of
ice. i which acquires, conserves, identification, documentation, Intangible cultura ) o
f - practice, in all museum departments. How can the museum herit " A involved CGls. Accessibility
and pro essional help support CGls in the continued practice of their living researches, communicates and research, preservation, rzrlla::de:czi::iry ) to research.is T e
conduct heritage, in ways that are meaningful to them? exhibits the tangible and protection, promotion, T '
_ ) _ _ intangible heritage of humanity enhancement, transmission, . .
s'_':ﬁe gdedlng W't: 'CIH ";ea"s dea""ih and its environment for the particularly through formal and
n’t'mo'::e:;:;is dzrr‘at\iI:nu:hoLeIZOI::;iz'\/i d: d purposes of education, study and non-formal education, as well as
H 1 . A . .
to ethical principles and professional / enjoyment. the revitalization of the vazlous DOCUMENTATION DOCUMENTATION
duct. Ethical principles f i .. - aspects of such heritage.' Combining community-based inventorying to the
cc.)n ue ca p.""c'p e.s OI.- Stz on the partICIpatlon °f . Object ID-systems might generate an enriched
with ICH focus on its valuing, its sgw AT T H E The documentation of version of heritage documentation, with many . .
beneficiaries, access, impact, threats, ractitioners . . o The documenting of ICH is
P p objects in museum interlinkages. ]
respect and diversity, ... The UNESCO S ) ) ) I"TE RSECTIO “ sellaEtme reees el o D subject to the needs of the
Ethical Principles for Safeguarding ICH & ::':;:;E:Z":;::ezilj:::ig:_’:;frtm::;ﬁ:z 'sea:d;izze?;tt?;t Connecting the mechanisms related to museums & functions to those related to ICH & identification and ‘ 0@ involved practitioners, and
the ICOM Code of Ethics for Museums are . 2 il its safeguarding, creates new possibilities for living heritage to be transmitted to the . L. ' therefor inventory
sianposts for understanding how to ao these people - who embody, transmit, and practice living _ description, whereby requirements are very
al:?o:t 9 9 heritage - are involved from start to end, throughout all types future: Object ID is a frequently diverse
) of activities (from digital registration, to assessing used standard
significance, to exhibition making, ..) and not just in the final
phases of production or in mediation. o o]
m Connecting museums’ collecting and acquisitioning

AWARENESS

activities, with the principles behind participatory
/ . Museums acquire identification of living heritage, provides Safeguarding ICH COMMUNICATION Promoting ICH should always be a joint effort,
On staff skills and collect objects opportunities in relation to culturally sensitive starts with and might entail realizing exhibitions,

objects, working collections and field collecting

RAISING

publications, etc. This way, museums

The required staff skills for dealing with ICH include related to ICH activities; and handling these objects according to identifying it . professionals and practitioners of ICH alike can Awareness raising on ICH
being able to manage long term human interaction th:_lin:erest.s and 'iﬁ"efsl °: t:e F::°P'Ie i“‘_’°";?f‘_‘? Mus.eums play a V"fal provide the right information and context about chould refloct the ?nclusive
processes, processes of action learning, multi- while .ocusmg on the related cultural, sme-n ific or role in communication this heritage, e.g. |r! relatl.on toits dlver5|_ty, its ) )
) o technical processes, rather than on the objects \ on (intangible) cultural value and function in society, the role of its and widest possible
stakeholder dialogue and mediation. themselves i the threats and S :
heritage IS8 AL S E % participation of involved CGls

When it comes to ICH, these capacities are relevant in

relation to all museological job profiles, also in e.g. H E RITAG E cARE

collection registration, research, ...

risks it faces, ...

and is aimed at making sure
@ﬂ this living heritage is
interpreted correctly, e.g. not
de-contextualising it,
misappropriating it or over-
commercializing it

PRINCIPLES : :

In order to ensure that these objects are housed and
utilized under the best possible circumstances one might
think to: o o

Museums conserve « engage in dialogue about what authenticity and In many cases,
and restore objects integrity might mean from several viewpoints practices of ICH
( that are linked to « ensure that objects can temporarily or recurrently leave -thatarein Museums can play a vital role in education on ICH,

On time, on human
and monetary
capacity

the museum to take part in their current-day fulfilling their educational and wider social role.

= gm= : continuous change -
n the su bs.dlary stat“s of ICH, and often strive expression have related objegcts Education - in ((Non)-formal) education in museums can: Formal and non-formal

O D L TS s e = - to preserve their consult practitioners of ICH as a source of knowledge T e o e assure awareness raising on ICH d ti th
: gh time, collections and objects authenticity and and skill for the preservation, valuation or that are used in the _ B L Al A education assures the
human capacity and budgetary . . . intearit contextualization of objects, and vice versa: use the enactment of these constituent promote respect for ICH transmission of ICH
means to museum work that is Collections and objects have a somewhat subsidiary status grity capacities of museum professionals in order to make . community - is at the stress its contemporaneity -
. . ; . . : practices, and these : 3
dedicated to safeguarding ICH. when it comes to ICH, but nonetheless, the ‘instruments, sure objects are optimally stored very core of provide relevant resources for the

DE are housed in

objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith’
are a crucial element of ICH and integral to its definition.
Museums house and care for these items, and should consider
the thoughts and (differing) needs of the current-day
communities they stem from when registering them,

manipulating them, exhibiting them, ... 1 ICOM museum definition (2007)
2 'Safeguarding' according to the 2003 UNESCO Convention

Because it is based on sustainable
relationships with people who want
to pass on and share their passions
with others, it makes the work
impactful, but also vulnerable and
time-intensive at the same time.

é museums museum's educational offers &S';'Q&

museums

HERITAGE & State of the Art
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The contents of this poster are based on the outcomes of the 'Intangible Cultural Heritage & Museums Project'. Visit www.ICHandmuseums.eu for more information, inspiring examples, and a toolkit on the topic of intangible cultural heritage and museums! % INTANGIBLE /(( Flanders
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