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14.00h-14.25h WELCOME 

Sergio Servellón - Chair ICOM Belgium Flanders and co-chair CIDOC ICH Working Group 
Trilce Navarrete - Chair CIDOC 

14.25h-15.00h STATE OF AFFAIRS in Flanders (BE) on converting ICH into data

Kia Tsakiridis & Bert Lemmens - Workshop Intangible Heritage (BE)

15.00h-15.30h IN PRACTICE: experimental examples from heritage organisations in Flanders (BE)

Eva Dierickx - Huis van Alijn 
 
Annelies Valgaeren - Heritage collections city of Antwerp

15.30h-16.00h ROADMAP: towards an international standard for recording living heritage in museums’ 
collection management systems 

PROGRAMME



WELCOME

Sergio Servellón Trilce Navarrete
Chair ICOM Belgium Flanders Chair CIDOC
& co-chair CIDOC ICH Working Group



STATE OF AFFAIRS: converting ICH into data. 
A trajectory from Flanders (BE)

Kia Tsakiridis







. immaterieelerfgoed.be . 



… with keynotes, position papers, inspiring 
examples, workshops, debates, panels with 
ICH-practitioners, co-creations, networking …

2017-2020 - Five international conferences & expert meetings…

ICHandmuseums.eu











.A pilot project on integrating living 
heritage in museums’ collection 
planning and management.

https://immaterieelerfgoed.be/nl/kennis/collectieplanning 

https://immaterieelerfgoed.be/nl/kennis/collectieplanning


.CAPTURING INTANGIBLE 
HERITAGE IN DATA?.

Report & results:

- Blueprint of a new OSLO data model in three 

versions, designed based on the specifications and 

peculiarities of ICH

- 13 proofs of concept 
- Registration manual with concrete input rules 

for the different information units 

- Policy recommendations

→ Currently in the process of being translated to English!



.INTANGIBLE HERITAGE: a need for 
integrating it into collection policies?

- Collection (policy) plan = document that contains the plans and approaches revolving around 
collections 

- ! ICH ≠ collection

How can a museum bridge this ‘gap’? How can it ‘justify’ working on ICH? 
- From its mission, vision, its geographical proximity to certain practices of ICH,… 
- But: qualitative survey of nationally and regionally classified museums in Flanders revealed the 

need to interpret existing issues on a technical level, as an aspect of collection management.

How? 

→ assigning a particular status to ICH practices (or broader: ICH) within collection data

→ starting point for intangible heritage work CAN be an ICH practice rather than a collection piece

But, the tools, standards and agreements, to identify ICH are not currently not available…



The challenges surrounding the integration of information on ICH practices in collection 

data, however are diverse and multifaceted:

- To describe an ICH practice in its versatility and with attention to its dynamics, it needs 

to be possible to record more than just the related collection items and documentation.

- The necessary interlinkages cannot be made in common collection management 

systems and in those of other organizations who take up a role in safeguarding ICH. 

- Collection management systems today do not yet have a tailored translation of 
concepts, aligned with those commonly used within the context of ICH.

- … 

.CAPTURING INTANGIBLE 
HERITAGE IN DATA?.



Consequences?

- Accumulation of different types of media and carriers 
- Fragmentation and loss of information that could be useful with a view towards 

safeguarding ICH 

- … 

.CAPTURING INTANGIBLE 
HERITAGE IN DATA?.



POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

→ a vision for collaborating 
with communities, groups, 
individuals that practice and 
transmit ICH

→ a vision on connecting 
collection objects with ICH 
practices

>>> UNESCO Ethical Principles for 
Safeguarding Intangible Cultural 
Heritage

>>> SPECTRUM-procedures

.CAPTURING INTANGIBLE 
HERITAGE IN DATA?.



5 POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

MINIMUM REQUIREMENT 1  REGISTER WITHIN A PARTICIPATORY FRAMEWORK 

MINIMUM REQUIREMENT 2 IDENTIFY ASSOCIATED PRACTICES OF ICH 

MINIMUM REQUIREMENT 3 DISTINGUISH BETWEEN COLLECTION ITEMS ‘USED IN’ PRACTICES 

OF ICH AND COLLECTION ITEMS THAT ‘RECORD’ THEM

MINIMUM REQUIREMENT 4 SITUATE PRACTICES AND THEIR VARIOUS MANIFESTATIONS 

IN TIME AND SPACE

MINIMUM REQUIREMENT 5 DOCUMENT VARIOUS REPRESENTATIONS OF AN ICH PRACTICE

.CAPTURING INTANGIBLE 
HERITAGE IN DATA?.



Several challenges remain: 

- Collection management systems are not in tune with requirements regarding ICH
- ICH often is an afterthought when it comes to data management
- Findings still need to be thoroughly assessed and tested by a wide variety of museums
- Participatory methodologies are time consuming and often complex 
- ... 

But also ... opportunities!

- Museums, archives, … increasingly work on safeguarding ICH with the concerned 
communities, groups and individuals, at types of levels in their operations

- Communities, groups and individuals are also increasingly realizing the value of their ICH
- A series of experimental pathways are launched 
- There is a particularly strong interest: from Flanders, to Europe, to the global level …! 

.INTANGIBLE HERITAGE IN A DIGITAL ECOSYSTEM… SOME REFLECTIONS  



STATE OF AFFAIRS: converting ICH into data. 
A trajectory from Flanders (BE)

Bert Lemmens 



● problem
● workshop
● application profile
● next steps

 CAPTURING INTANGIBLE HERITAGE IN DATA
 AN APPLICATION PROFILE FOR RECORDING LIVING PRACTICES
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 CAPTURING INTANGIBLE HERITAGE IN DATA
 PROBLEM | MINIMUM RECORD

● institution name
● object number
● object name
● title/short description
● description
● maker
● creation date
● material
● condition
● dimensions
● acquisition method
● acquisition source
● acquisition date
● price
● current location



 CAPTURING INTANGIBLE HERITAGE IN DATA
 PROBLEM | PROCEDURES



 CAPTURING INTANGIBLE HERITAGE IN DATA
 PROBLEM | CONTEXT?



> Can we obtain a ‘better’ record of a living 
practice when describing it as a ‘network’ of 
associations ?

● linking objects | practices | documentation

● record different ‘performances’ of a living 
practice

● record the evolution of a living practice

● obtain more useable machine-readable 
information

 CAPTURING INTANGIBLE HERITAGE IN DATA
 PROBLEM | LINKED DATA?



Workshop 1: brainstorm
● terminology (entities?)
● notability (relevance?)
● systems (tools?)

Workshop 2: vocabulary
● introduction draft profile
● feedback collection registrars

Workshop 3: modelling & validation
● 2th iteration profile - introductie 

standard LOD vocabulary
● test with real life data

 CAPTURING INTANGIBLE HERITAGE IN DATA
 WORKSHOPS



STORY 
(event)

LIVING 
PRACTICE  
(activity)

COLLECTION
ITEM 

(thing)

PERSON of 
GROUP 
(actor)

SAFE-
GUARDING 
PRACTICE 
(activity)

CAPTATION
(document)Is part of

is afgebeeld is

Is about

Is depicted by
gebruikt

Is taken care of by

is part of

makes

carries

Is used in

 CAPTURING INTANGIBLE HERITAGE IN DATA
 WORKSHOPS | MINDMAP



PERFORMANCE

ITEM

PERFORMANCE 
PLAN EXPRESSION

Is carried by

THEME

INFORMATION- 
OBJECT

MAN-MADE 
OBJECT COLLECTION

Is exemplified by

Has performed 
version through

Is specified by

Was used for

Is specified by

Is part of

Is exemplified by

Is documented in

RECORDING

RECORDING 
EVENT

Is recorded by

is created by

Is documented in Is carried by

 CAPTURING INTANGIBLE HERITAGE IN DATA
 WORKSHOPS | CORE MODEL



 CAPTURING INTANGIBLE HERITAGE IN DATA
 VOCABULARY

PERFORMANCE ITEM

PERFORMANCE 
PLAN

ACTOR

EXPRESSION

ACTIVITY

INFORMATION 
OBJECT

COLLECTION

ENTITY

RECORDING

EXPRESSION 
CREATION

RECORDING 
EVENT

MAN-MADE 
OBJECT

TIME-SPANLOCATION

THEME

CONCEPTUAL 
OBJECT



 CAPTURING INTANGIBLE HERITAGE IN DATA
 VOCABULARY | SPECIFICATION



https://www.cidoc-crm.org/Version/version-7.2.1 

 CAPTURING INTANGIBLE HERITAGE IN DATA
 VOCABULARY | CIDOC CRM

https://www.cidoc-crm.org/Version/version-7.2.1


https://www.ifla.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/assets/
cataloguing/frbr-lrm/ifla-lrm-august-2017_rev201712.pdf 

 CAPTURING INTANGIBLE HERITAGE IN DATA
 VOCABULARY | IFLA LRM

https://www.ifla.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/assets/cataloguing/frbr-lrm/ifla-lrm-august-2017_rev201712.pdf
https://www.ifla.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/assets/cataloguing/frbr-lrm/ifla-lrm-august-2017_rev201712.pdf


 CAPTURING INTANGIBLE HERITAGE IN DATA
 VOCABULARY | OSLO CULTUREEL ERFGOED



 CAPTURING INTANGIBLE HERITAGE IN DATA
 VOCABULARY | WIKIDATA



 CAPTURING INTANGIBLE HERITAGE IN DATA
 APPLICATION PROFILE | CORE PROFILE.

PERFORMANCE

ITEM

PERFORMANCE 
PLAN EXPRESSION

Is carried by

THEME

INFORMATION- 
OBJECT

MAN-MADE 
OBJECT COLLECTION

Is exemplified by

Has performed 
version through

Is specified by

Was used for

Is specified by

Is part of

Is exemplified by

Is documented in

RECORDING

RECORDING 
EVENT

Is recorded by

is created by

Is documented in Is carried by



PERFORMANCE

ITEM

PERFORMANCE 
PLAN EXPRESSION

THEME

INFORMATION 
OBJECT

MAN-MADE 
OBJECT COLLECTION

`

RECORDING

RECORDING 
EVENT

 CAPTURING INTANGIBLE HERITAGE IN DATA
 APPLICATION PROFILE | THEME - ITEM - EXPRESSION.

Is carried by

Is exemplified by

Has performed 
version through

Is specified by

Was used for

Is specified by

Is part of

Is exemplified by

Is documented in

Is recorded by

is created by

Is documented in Is carried by



PERFORMANCE

ITEM

PERFORMANCE 
PLAN EXPRESSION

THEME

INFORMATION 
OBJECT

MAN-MADE 
OBJECT COLLECTION

RECORDING

RECORDING 
EVENT

procession

 CAPTURING INTANGIBLE HERITAGE IN DATA
 APPLICATION PROFILE | THEME -ITEM - EXPRESSION.

Is carried by

Is exemplified by

Has performed 
version through

Is specified by

Was used for

Is specified by

Is part of

Is exemplified by

Is documented in

Is recorded by

is created by

Is documented in Is carried by

Harlindis- and Relindis 
procession edition 2022 
concept: Ine Ubben en 

Sarah Vaesen

The 17th century 
reliquary of Herlindis en 

Relindis 

text: Ine Geerts
choreography: Sarah 

Hadadi
music: Pieter Franssen



PERFORMANCE

ITEM

PERFORMANCE 
PLAN EXPRESSION

THEME

INFORMATION 
OBJECT

MAN-MADE 
OBJECT COLLECTION

RECORDING

RECORDING 
EVENT

 CAPTURING INTANGIBLE HERITAGE IN DATA
 APPLICATION PROFILE | INFORMATION - MAN-MADE OBJECTS.

Is carried by

Is exemplified by

Has performed 
version through

Is specified by

Was used for

Is specified by

Is part of

Is exemplified by

Is documented in

Is recorded by

is created by

Is documented in Is carried by



PERFORMANCE

ITEM

PERFORMANCE 
PLAN EXPRESSION

THEME

INFORMATION 
OBJECT

MAN-MADE 
OBJECT COLLECTION

RECORDING

RECORDING 
EVENT

 CAPTURING INTANGIBLE HERITAGE IN DATA
 APPLICATION PROFILE | INFORMATION - MAN-MADE OBJECTS.

Is carried by

Is exemplified by

Has performed 
version through

Is specified by

Was used for

Is specified by

Is part of

Is exemplified by

Is documented in

Is recorded by

is created by

Is documented in Is carried by

Ine Geerts’ text

the brochure 
with the tekst 

from Ine 
Geerts

A copy of the 
brochure 

Harlindis- en 
Relindisprocession  

edition 2022 
concept: Ine Ubben en 

Sarah Vaesen



PERFORMANCE

ITEM

PERFORMANCE 
PLAN EXPRESSION

THEME

INFORMATION 
OBJECT

MAN-MADE 
OBJECT COLLECTION

RECORDING

RECORDING 
EVENT

 CAPTURING INTANGIBLE HERITAGE IN DATA
 APPLICATION PROFILE | PERFORMANCES - RECORDINGS.

Is carried by

Is exemplified by

Has performed 
version through

Is specified by

Was used for

Is specified by

Is part of

Is exemplified by

Is documented in

Is recorded by

is created by

Is documented in Is carried by



PERFORMANCE

ITEM

PERFORMANCE 
PLAN EXPRESSION

THEME

INFORMATION 
OBJECT

MAN-MADE 
OBJECT COLLECTION

wordt gebruikt 
voor

RECORDING

RECORDING 
EVENT

 CAPTURING INTANGIBLE HERITAGE IN DATA
 APPLICATION PROFILE | PERFORMANCES - RECORDINGS.

Is carried by

Is exemplified by

Has performed 
version through

Is specified by

Was used for

Is specified by

Is part of

Is exemplified by

Is documented in

Is recorded by

is created by

Is documented in Is carried by

The Malines 
Ommegang on 
18 september 

2022
The act of filming 

the Malines  
Ommegang van 18 

september 2022

A video-clip with 
the highlights of 

the Malines 
Ommegang 2022

The film footage 
of the Malines 

Ommegang on 18 
september 2022



PERFORMANCE

ITEM

PERFORMANCE 
PLAN EXPRESSION

Is carried by

THEME

INFORMATION- 
OBJECT

MAN-MADE 
OBJECT COLLECTION

Is exemplified by

Has performed 
version through

Is specified by

Was used for

Is specified by

Is part of

Is exemplified by

Is documented in

RECORDING

RECORDING 
EVENT

Is recorded by

is created by

Is documented in Is carried by

 CAPTURING INTANGIBLE HERITAGE IN DATA
 CATALOGUING RULES



carries

exemplIfies

Has performed 
version through

specifies

Was used for

documents

carries

specifies

Is part of
exemplifies

records

Is created by
documents

COLLECTIONMAN-MADE 
OBJECT

EXPRESSION

INFORMATION 
OBJECT

ITEM

PERFORMANCE 
PLAN

RECORDING

THEME

PERFORMANCE

 

RECORDING 
EVENT

 CAPTURING INTANGIBLE HERITAGE IN DATA
 CATALOGUING RULES



Was the collection item 
present in 
- a specific Performance of 
- a recording of 
- a plan for
the living practice?

Is the living practice exemplary for a particular 
intangible heritage Thema?

Is the collection item a Recording of a living Practice?

Is the collection item a Plan for the 
performance of a living practice?

Is the collection item a record of a 
living practice?

Does the collection item carry an 
expression of  a specific living 
practice?

Is the collection item being used 
in a living practice?

Is the collection item part of a specific 
Collection ?

carries

exemplifies

Has performed 
version through

specifies

Was used for

documents

carries

specifies

Is part of exemplifies

records

Is created by
documents

COLLECTIONMAN-MADE 
OBJECT

EXPRESSION

INFORMATIE- 
OBJECT

ITEM

PERFORMANCE 
PLAN

RECORDING

THEME

PERFORMANCE

 

RECORDING 
EVENT

 

 CAPTURING INTANGIBLE HERITAGE IN DATA
 CATALOGUING RULES



4.Is the living practice 
exemplary for a particular 

intangible heritage 
Thema?

5.Was the collection item 
present in a specific 

Performance of the living 
practice?

11.Is the collection item a 
Recording of a living 

Practice?

8.Is the collection item a 
Plan for the performance 

of a living practice?
7. Is the collection item 

a record of a living 
practice?

3. Does the collection 
item carry an expression 

of  a specific living 
practice?

2. Is the collection item 
being used in a living 

practice?

1. Is the collection item 
part of a specific 

Collection ?

9. Is the collection item a 
Plan for a specific 

Performance of the living 
practice?

12. Is the collection item a 
Recording of a specific 
Performance of a living 

practice?

6. Is the living practice 
exemplary for a 

particular intangible 
heritage Theme ?

10.Is this Performance 
exemplary for a 

particular Intangible 
Heritage Theme?

13. Is this Performance 
exemplary for a 

particular intangible 
heritage Theme?

 CAPTURING INTANGIBLE HERITAGE IN DATA
 CATALOGUING RULES | PROCEDURE



 

 CAPTURING INTANGIBLE HERITAGE IN DATA
 CATALOGUING RULES | MANUAL

https://www.projectcest.be/wiki/Publicatie:Invulboek_objecten 

https://www.projectcest.be/wiki/Publicatie:Invulboek_objecten


● review specificatie v2
● extension: factual information > context - motivations
● JSON-LD serialisation
● Implementation scenarios

 CAPTURING INTANGIBLE HERITAGE IN DATA
 NEXT STEPS



IN PRACTICE: experimental examples from heritage 
organisations in Flanders (BE) 

Eva Dierckx Huis van Alijn

Annelies Valgaeren Heritage collections city of Antwerp
 



The art of puppetry
Digital collection registration

2022-2023



● The House of Alijn explores, researches and 
preserves memories on daily live (from the 20th 
century onwards)

● The material and digital collections document 
intangible heritage and practices 

● Collaboration with heritage communities 

● Puppetry historically linked to the museum + 
Large acquistion of a puppetry collection (via 
CEMPER, 2021)

Huis van Alijn and its scope

‘t Spelleke van Folklore, Museum voor Volkskunde, Ghent, 
1987



Puppetry collection

Improve and increase collection registration:

○ Digitalising and in-depth registration of our collection, according to standards.
Publication of a dataprofile 
www.projectcest.be/wiki/Publicatie:Invulboek_objecten/Profielen/HuisVanAlijn_Poppenspel 

○ Part of the collection is still being actively played with by in-house puppeteers

○ The collection composes of digital and material items.
Varied media: objects, photos, moving images, documentation

○ Scope is to document intangible heritage, register links/network within collection.

○ Experiment with implementation of OSLO standards (based on CIDOC-CRM)
(in collaboration with meemoo):
www.projectcest.be/wiki/OSLO_in_de_praktijk_bij_Poppenspel_tot_leven_gewekt

http://www.projectcest.be/wiki/Publicatie:Invulboek_objecten/Profielen/HuisVanAlijn_Poppenspel
http://www.projectcest.be/wiki/OSLO_in_de_praktijk_bij_Poppenspel_tot_leven_gewekt


De Maan Schildert sterren boven Bursa, Theater Taptoe, 2001 Het esbatement van de appelboom, Mechels Stadspoppentheater, ca. 1965



Focus on intangible heritage

• Puppetry as a living practice

• Audio-visual captation of practices within collection

• Interviews with puppeteers in collection

• The collection as a reference that documents evolutions 
of this heritage practice

How to make a puppet, Poppentheater Festival Ghent, 2023
Demonstration of Turkish shadowplay by Luk De Bruyker, 
2022



Pierke van Alijn filmed from different angles simultaneous , 2022, Ghent



Heritage community

● Involve and guide

● Maintain contact, create 
network

● Encourage reuse of collection?

Meta-Pierke by Eleni Kamma, Kunsthal Ghent, 2023



Contact & Info?

https://huisvanalijn.be/nl/digitale-inhaalbeweging-poppenspel 

Projectmedewerker

Eva Dierckx
Eva.dierckx@stad.gent  

Digitaal strateeg

Thomas Desmedt
Thomas.Desmedt@stad.gent 

Partners:
WIE (Werkplaats Immaterieel Erfgoed)
CEMPER
Thomas More
Erfgoedcel Mechelen
Koen Vergauwen (Pierke van Alijn)
Jidoka

https://huisvanalijn.be/nl/digitale-inhaalbeweging-poppenspel
mailto:Eva.dierckx@stad.gent
mailto:Thomas.Desmedt@stad.gent


HERITAGE CITY OF 
ANTWERP



Unique diversity 





STARTING POINT
● New DAMS  

○ Not collection-related 
images and videos? 

● Telling ‘stories’ 
○ Craftmanship 

● ‘datahub’
○ CIDOC CRM and 

OSLO mapping



Objects versus concepts: crafmanship/traditions 
versus stories 



1.    REGISTRATION

● Collection management 
system

○ which?

● How?

○ Alijn and Busleyden



Different datasets:
Objects
Thesaurus ~ Busleyden
Use
Image documentation



SYSTEM SAYS NO

Single overview?

Too little (useful) 
metadata 



2. DATAHUB
What we have…



DATAHUB
Additionally …



ROADMAP

… towards an international standard for recording living 
heritage in museums’ collection management systems 

Synthesis questionnaire
 input
August 2023

WG MEETING 
CIDOC MEXICO 
September 24, 2023

…

Questionnaire

Translation 
report



Capturing intangible cultural heritage into data: towards a standard 
for recording living heritage in collection management systems

CIDOC ICH Working Group

We hope to see you in Mexico! 


